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reference and easy to understand. It has naturally supersed-
ed other systems with some exceptions. An alphabetical index:
is popular because it provides a mechanical order and is capa-
ble of arrangement to any degree of depth required. Every
alphabetical unit is itself a sub-division. The indexes are,
therefore, a real help for study and the greater the accuracy
and scope of details ensured by them, the more comprehensive
is their use by scholars in their studies. An inaccuracy or
omission in an index is likely to result in throwing into obscu-
rity the subject-matter affected by it. Much of the value of an.
index, however, depends upon the manner in which it is printed.
Every caution taken to ensure clearness of printing adds to the
merit of the index and its subject-matter. In this scientific
age, an index has become an indispensable adjunct of a good
book. In fact, any book worthy of reference by scholars but
appearing without an index is considered to be incomplete and
hence loses much of its value and utility. All books of the
nature of fiction require no index. A table of contents is enough
for them.

An efficient and complete index can be compiled if the
matter for analysis is clear and accurate; but the desired per-
fection cannot be attained unless this matter is properly and
uniformly set forth. Ordinarily, alphabetical indexes of names
of persons, places and objects do not present difficulties in their
compilation. It is only when the subject-matter is combined
with the name-index that the difficulty arises. In such a com-
bined index the need for a precise treatment of the matter
analysed is greatly felt. In historical works, names of persons
and places are generally found to be sufficiently analytical to
supply the desired reference easily and conveniently ; but if
these works are produced succinctly, precisely and systemati-
cally, the names of persons and places can be conveniently com-
bined with such further details of events as are connected with
them. But such an exhaustive index, howsoever keenly desired,
cannot be prepared with scientific perfection if its matter is not
precise1 and consistent in its character. In such cases subject-
indexes can at best be compiled on broader lines only. Separate